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1 Introductory Text 

 General 
This document should be read in conjunction with the Project Information Note and Frequently 
Asked Question’s which are included on the ‘NEWS, PUBLICATION & SUBMISSIONS’ page of the 
website.  

Public Consultation No. 02 which related to the Feasible Route Options (The Long List of Options) 
commenced with the publication of options on the projects website (www.n17knockcollooney.ie) 
on the 6th of October 2020; a non-statutory public consultation period extended from this date 
until the 15th January 2021, during which time submissions were encouraged from the public. 

Over 500 submissions were received during this period; each submission was reviewed in detail 
and where certain aspects were deemed relevant to a certain discipline (e.g. Community, 
Agricultural, Property, Biodiversity, Water, etc.) these were specifically referred to each of the 
relevant experts undertaking the options assessment (as outlined in Figure 2-1).  

Figure 2-1: Submissions 

 
The professional judgement of the various experts was then applied to determine whether 
aspects of the submissions would influence the assessment process; where deemed appropriate 
this has been factored into the comparison process.    

Although it is not possible to respond to each submission individually, this document presents a 
summary response identifying common themes and is being made available to the public on 
www.n17knockcollooney.ie. The document should be interpreted as being a brief general 
overview of the reasoning behind the factors which are contained herein; it does not refer to every 
submission but rather takes a representative sample of common themes occurring within 
submissions. The definitive reasons with regard to the nature of processes and impacts/effects 
of various options will be included in the Options Selection Report which will be published at the 

https://n17knockcollooney.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/210820_N17KC_PC03_Public-Information-Note-1.pdf
https://n17knockcollooney.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Public-Consultation-No.-03-FAQs.pdf
https://n17knockcollooney.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Public-Consultation-No.-03-FAQs.pdf
https://n17knockcollooney.ie/news-publications-submissions/
http://www.n17knockcollooney.ie/
http://www.n17knockcollooney.ie/
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end of Phase 2 (Options Selection); in this regard the contents of this document will not in any 
way override, or prejudice the information which will be contained in the Options Selection Report. 

 Personal Situations 
Each submission generally had a particular story of a personal nature. It is not possible to put 
these sentiments and stories into context within this document, nor is it possible to elaborate on 
them; however, each submission has been reviewed a number of times by the project team and 
the effects, stress and anxiety which a new road development presents to communities and those 
personally affected are realised and appreciated.  

In this regard, although they are considered in the Preliminary Options Assessment from an 
impartial objective perspective (under a range of different headings), inference is not made within 
this document to specific impacts, on for example:  

 Homes; 
 Business and Farms; 
 Sensitive personal issues such as those in society who are more vulnerable to change; 

However, the project team are aware of these instances and as the design process evolves, a 
continuous effort will be made to reduce effects on those affected via the principal of an iterative 
and dynamic design process.  

 Status of Submissions 
All Submissions made during Public Consultation No. 02 will be retained and reviewed once again 
during the Stage 2 appraisal which will now occur on the ‘refined Feasible Options. 

Further submissions may also be made during Public Consultation No. 03. 
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2 Google Forms 

 General 
Part of the submission process included the option to complete an online google forms 
questionnaire. Although these submissions have been factored into the general responses which 
follow in chapters 3 and 4, the following provides a statistical overview of responses received. 

 Statistical information 
In total 349 submissions were received through the Google Forms Questionnaire. The responses 
to these submissions are tabulated in a general sense in the proceeding sections of this report in 
order to provide a general overview of the general public comments.  

The following tables provide a brief synopsis with regard to statistical results. 

 Table 2-1: Is your property impacted by route options? 

 

The majority of respondents were impacted 
by one or more of the options at 88.3%, 
while 11.7% were not impacted by route 
options. 

 

Table 2-2: If impacted please outline the relevant Option(s) 

 

In terms of impacts by certain options: 

 42.5% of respondents indicated 
that they were impacted by 
FRO_ABCDE_PURPLE option.  

 Approx. 21.1% - 26.3% specified 
impacts from route options: 
 FRO_ABCDE_GREEN_Light;  
 FRO_ABCDE_GREEN_Dark; 
 FRO_ABCD_YELLOW. 
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Table 2-3: Type of Impact 

 

In terms of the type of impact:  

 64.3% of respondents outlined 
potential impacts to Agricultural 
Lands.  

 60.7% indicated a potential new 
route within 50m of domestic 
property.  

 41.9% indicated a potential new 
route within 100m of domestic 
property. 

  29.9% specified ‘Other’ as the type 
of impact. 

Table 2-4: If "Other" [Table 2-3] please specify: 

The parallel pictogram, outlines the words 
which were most used in response to this 
question.  

Those references mostly of concern related 
to ‘House’, ‘Community’, ‘Land’, ‘Property’, 
‘Family’ and ‘Farm’. 
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Table 2-5: If you wish, please elaborate on the impact and any specific factors which you would 
like taken into account during the selection/refinement process: 

The parallel pictogram, outlines the words 
which were most used in response to this 
question.  

Those references mostly of concern related 
to ‘Farm’, ‘Land’, ‘House’, ‘Area (Community)’, 
‘Family’ and ‘Home’. 

 

Table 2-6: Do you have any ‘Positive’ comments which you would like to make in relation to any 
particular Options. 

The parallel pictogram, outlines the words which 
were most used in response to this question.  

Those references mostly of concern related to 
opportunities for ‘Towns’ in general and the 
‘Need’ for an upgrade. There was also a number 
of respondents who simply answered ‘No’ to this 
question. 

 

Table 2-7: Do you have any ‘Negative’ comments which you would like to make in relation to any 
particular Options. 

The parallel pictogram, outlines the words which 
were most used in response to this question.  

Those references mostly of concern related to 
impacts on Community ‘Area’s’, and impacts on 
‘Homes’, ‘Houses’, ‘Family’s’, ‘Communities’, 
‘Land/Farms’ and ‘Pollution’. There were also a 
number of respondents who referred to the 
‘Purple’ route.  
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Table 2-8: If you have any additional comments in relation to the Options Selection Process, or in 
relation to alternatives, please write them here: 

The parallel pictogram, outlines the words which 
were most used in response to this question.  

In general, responses to this question made 
further reference to earlier responses.  

 

 

 

 

Table 2-9: Experience using the online form 

 

 70% of respondents indicated a 
positive experience using the online 
questionnaire.  

 <7% of respondents indicated a 
negative experience using the online 
questionnaire. 
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3 General Categories 

  Consultation & Direct Communication 

 Communication 

A common theme throughout a number of submissions related to the timing of the Public 
Consultation (during the COVID-19 pandemic), it’s predominately online nature and the lack of 
physical communication, i.e. public meetings and postage correspondence etc 

The distress caused at a community level is regrettable and the effects of any new road 
development on local communities and people are acknowledged and appreciated by the Project 
Team.   

In order to facilitate public participation at the earliest possible opportunity, it was decided to 
make all initial Feasible Options (The Long List) available for Public Display. This decision was 
balanced against the fact that many of the initial Feasible Options would not make it to the Short 
List and that clarity was low with limited detail at this early stage in the process. However, early 
participation was considered to be of paramount importance.  

The total coverage area of the 500m corridors associated with these options was more than 200 
square kilometre’s which presented a challenge with respect to how best to communicate to the 
general public. In this respect, it was chosen to adopt a multi-stage public consultation process 
with the first one using the following strategy1: 

 Broadcast on Social Media; 
 Publications and maps in all regional newspapers; 
 The design and development of a project specific website and an online interactive 

mapping tool; 
 The facilitation of call back periods; 
 Conducting interviews on local radio; 
 Interviews on the Public Participation Network; and 
 2 no. Hotel Dates in Claremorris (Co. Mayo) and Ballygawley (Co. Sligo) 

The idea of having the Hotel dates towards the end of the Consultation period was to reduce the 
amount of people who needed to meet the project team; insofar as it had been expected that the 
call backs and emails in addition to information provided on the website would have clarified a 

                                                      

 

1 Subsequent stages of the consultation would be developed in a manner which would be more 
engaging with properties as the envelope reduced. 
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lot of the queries. The following table presents an overview with regard to the engagement at the 
initial Feasible Options Stage of the process (The Long List). 

Table 3-1: Public engagement overview, Feasible Option (The Long List) 

Communication/Participation Channel 
Approx. 
No. 

Call Back's 457 
 

Submission's 557 
 

Hotel Meeting’s  120 

Total 1134 

At the refined Feasible Options stage (the Short List of Options), while it is still not possible to 
post meaningful maps (due to the lack of detail and clarity at this early stage) to every individual 
affected, the following approach is being adopted,: 

 Electronic communication (by way of an update) will issue to all individuals who have 
contacted the Project team during Public Consultation Number 02;   

 The Sligo National Roads Project Office will write to every property registered within the 
corridors of the refined Feasible Options. This communication will be in the form of a 
postal advice note; 

 The website (www.n17knockcollooney.ie) will still provide all available information on the 
process and on the options developed; 

 For those who cannot access digital information; paper maps and other information will 
be provided at various Local Authority collection points, or posted in circumstances where 
people are unable to travel. 

 Detail of Information 

Another common theme within the submissions related to the level of detail provided and lack of 
clarity therein.  

As outlined on the project website (Current Stage page) clarity on the form of any option remains 
low throughout Phase 2; the development of any new road upgrade is a process of evolution. For 
this reason, it is not possible to depict anything with any degree of clarify other than a rough 
outline of an approximate corridor location. The corridors at this stage are 500 meters wide; this 
is much wider than what will be required for the final project form but provides the necessary 
scope to move and amend the design as the process evolves. This corridor will be narrowed down, 
once a preferred option is established and the project has moved through the next more detailed 
phase of design and environmental evaluation (2022 & 2023) which will also further examine 

http://www.n17knockcollooney.ie/
https://n17knockcollooney.ie/current-stage/
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aspects such as modal opportunities, geometry, junctions, road type, access requirements, 
ancillary infrastructure etc. 

 Planning Delays 
Some queries included within the submissions related to the planning control within the project 
study area. 

All planning applications received within the corridors of the ‘Feasible Route Options’ were 
referred to the Sligo National Roads Project Office.  

All applications are assessed on a ‘case-by-case’ basis for their potential to be impacted upon by 
Feasible Route Option design’s. The project team have also been encouraging the public to 
engage with the office prior to the consideration of planning applications within the Route 
Corridors.  

One of the key question’s considered in assessing each application is whether or not the 
application consists of a new development (including intensive agricultural operations) in an area 
where there is potential for route options design. 

The project team retain flexibility in assessing the applications, insofar as certain types of 
development are not considered to be a significant risk, such as: 

 The application may be in a section of a route corridor, which for one or other specific 
reason may not be in an area of potential design (e.g. urban enclosure/large land mass of 
Special Area of Conservation, etc.); 

 The application may be a minor extension to an existing property; 
 The application may relate to the ‘retention’ of an existing development. 
 The application may relate to new improvements/upgrades with regard to farm 

accommodation. 

The project team are conscious of the effects which the options selection process has on 
planning permissions within the study area and are endeavouring to expedite the option design 
process as far as is reasonably practicable.  

 Frequently Asked Questions 
Some submissions related to the fact that a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ document did not 
appear to be available.  

A Frequently Asked Questions document was published on the website under the publications 
section and will be updated for the next Public Consultation stage. 

 Sustainable Transport & the other modal alternatives 
A small number of submissions referred to the fact that a rail alternative should be considered as 
either an alternative, or complimentary measure to a roads-based solution.  

https://n17knockcollooney.ie/news-publications-submissions/
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 Western Rail Corridor 

AECOM are providing the Sligo National Roads Project Office with multi-disciplinary services 
relating to ‘Traffic and Transport’ and as part of same have conducted an assessment to 
determine the most reasonable modal option(s) that will address the need for a transport 
intervention along the road network. This assessment which will be presented in the Options 
Selection Report considers the range of transport modes (e.g.: road, bus, rail) which could address 
the project objectives of the N17 Knock to Collooney [Atlantic Economic Corridor] Project. 

The analysis demonstrates the high levels of car dependency for work trips within the N17 
catchment area and the importance of this national primary road in providing access to work in 
particular. In contrast with car use, there are currently very low levels of public transport use 
within the study area for work related trips (approximately 1%).  

The analysis concludes that although rail could potentially provide a viable transport alternative 
for some people (if a wide range of different factors were realised2) it is not of a comparative scale 
to that of a car/bus alternative in the region. Given the current trip patterns and volumes within 
the study area and comparisons with other existing rail usage patterns within the country (such 
as the Galway to Limerick line), it is clear that the primary transport intervention to improve 
conditions on the N17 should be a road based one which will also facilitate public transport 
through bus.  

Provision of infrastructure which will facilitate bus, provides a suitable alternative for some 
people in the region due to the lower patronage required to operate a viable service, potential 
integration with local link services and the flexibility of routes which can change over time as the 
region develops. This scenario requires an efficient and safe road network in order to be realised 
to its full potential.  

NOTE: This determination is for the purposes of establishing how a rail alternative is likely to 
compare with a road-based alternative, specifically in terms of achieving the Project Objectives 
for the N17 Knock to Collooney [Atlantic Economic Corridor] Road Project. It is based upon 
currently available information and is not intended in any way to quash any potential need for a 
rail upgrade in the future; such a decision in any respect is a matter for Government and its 
respective departments. Policy changes and investment priorities, should they change, with 
regard to a rail upgrade of the Western Rail Corridor could provide a complimentary alternative to 
a road-based solution in enhancing regional connectivity and achieving other National Strategic 
Outcomes within the National Planning Framework. Please see section 3.4.1 with respect to 
road/rail connectivity. 

                                                      

 
2 Such as for example a significant shift in modal choices and major capital and operational rail 
investment. 
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 Road to Rail Connectivity 

It was suggested in some submission’s that any new road should allow for future road to rail 
connectivity with particular references made to existing rail stations (disused) in for example 
Charlestown and Tobercurry.  

The transport modelling and assessment undertaken considers catchment demand with a view 
to reduced overall journey times (balanced with a range of other factors). Although the train 
stations in Charlestown and Tobercurry themselves are not exclusively considered in the 
selection of a preferred option, the density of catchments and desire lines for travel are 
considered; in this respect making provision for the future consideration of integrated transport 
scenarios.  

 Interaction with existing rail infrastructure 

Some submissions referred to the importance of protecting the currently disused Western Rail 
Corridor.  

Interaction with the Western Rail Corridor has been considered in the design of Feasible Options, 
which will pass over the disused railway with the provision of underbridge structures where/if 
required. 

 Active Travel, including walking routes 

Some submissions, referred to how active travel was being considered in the project delivery. The 
comparison of alternatives in this respect will consider the facilitation of improved transport links 
for all. In addition to private car, this includes improved travel for bus and active modes (walking 
and cycling) thereby creating improved conditions for sustainable living as part of the transport 
intervention.   

The development of a road-based solution will also as a key component consider how it may 
facilitate the introduction of Active Travel (including walking and cycling). The Sifting of 
Alternatives report highlighted the potential role of walking/cycling infrastructure along the route 
as a supporting mode for shorter distance trips; this will be integrated into the design, such as for 
example the consideration of providing walking or cycling infrastructure near towns and villages. 
Where existing walking trails are severed by any new proposed road development, these will be 
considered for re-linkage. The form of links provided, which may include diversions or underpass 
provision(s), will be dependent on the current/projected usage of the facility 

 Wider Transportation Issues 

One submission referred to congestion in local towns and cities, such as Sligo. At this stage, 
congestion this far removed from the project is not specifically considered in the comparison of 
alternatives and is a matter of policy/ local planning.  

The economic comparative analysis for the project will be influenced by the volume of trips likely 
to be generated and the overall reduced journey times likely to be expected (on the entire study 
area).   
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As the project evolves certain recommendations may be made which will consider such issues 
as congestion which are further removed from the project. 

 Atlantic Economic Corridor 
The concept of the Atlantic Economic Corridor as defined in the National Planning Framework 
was noted in some submissions. The concept of the Atlantic Economic Corridor forms an 
important aspect of the project delivery, this is reflected in a number of key objectives such as 
the following, which are by way of example: 

 To facilitate and support the economy of the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) and the 
North-West region by improving accessibility and thereby enabling transformational 
growth in employment and the economic output of the AEC; 

 To improve the average interurban speed along the Atlantic Economic Corridor, in line with 
the objectives of the National Planning Framework; 

 To improve transport links on the Atlantic Economic Corridor, thereby contributing to the 
achievement of the NPF’s National Strategic Outcome (NSO) 2: Enhanced Regional 
Accessibility; 

 To improve connectivity between the North-West region, the Atlantic Economic Corridor 
and Northern Ireland; 

 To be compatible with Growth Ambition 3 (Connectivity – Connected Region) of the 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (NWRA). 

 County Development Plans & Past Routes 
One particular submission made reference to the fact that an option had previously been selected 
for the N17 and subsequently included in successive County Development Plans; in this respect 
it was suggested that any routes other than the black one would be contrary to successive county 
development plans and should not receive the approval of An Bord Pleanála.  

County Development Plans are a hierarchal document, insofar as they must have regard to 
regional and national plans and strategies of the Government and other statutory public agencies. 

The National Planning Framework forms the umbrella planning policy document in Ireland. Policy 
and Strategic Objectives are filtered down to a regional and local level via the Regional Spatial & 
Economic Strategy and County Development Plans respectively.  

County Development Plans which are reviewed periodically must have due regard to these 
hierarchical Framework’s and Strategies.  

The routes referred to in the submission were considered in the late part of the 1,990’s and early 
part of the 2,000’s. In addition to the foregoing with respect to policy and planning, while the 
designs and assessment’s conducted at this time were likely to have been robust; they cannot be 
relied upon from a current day perspective for the following non-exhaustive reasons: 

 Design Standards and Guidance has evolved over the intervening years; 
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 The sanctioning procedure’s have changed, particularly with regard to the provisions of the 
Public Spending Code and its implementation guidance documents (i.e. the Common 
Appraisal Framework and the TII’s Project Appraisal Guidelines);   

 There has been a significant change in the various legislative provisions with regard to 
environmental and planning law; 

 Statutory Basis  
One submission suggested that the options presented were without statutory basis.  

Once the preferred option is selected, the project (subject to TII approval) will proceed to Phase 3 
(Design and Environmental Evaluation). At this stage, a detailed design will be carried out and the 
environmental effects will be assessed; in addition, a land-take requirement will be established. 
The statutory consent procedures associated with a new road development will then commence 
at Phase 4 of the TII Project Management Guidelines.  

It is only at this point when the detail is set down in sufficient form, that the statutory procedures 
commence; it is also at this point that statutory public consultation takes place. At the statutory 
phase, various decisions made at previous phases (such as the current Phase 2, Options 
selection) will require to be robustly justified to the Competent Authority (likely to be An Bord 
Pleanála). 

The selection of a preferred option is iterative and flexible in nature, constantly evolving; the 
specifics and detail will be developed during Phase 3. 

 Policy 
Some submissions referred to various policy provisions. All policies relevant to the project will be 
reviewed on an ongoing basis, this will include any change to the Trans European Transport 
Network (TEN-T) policy.  

 Funding & Development Planning 
Some submissions referred to the fact that some options lend themselves to completion in 
smaller sections while other options do not provide the same flexibility in terms of financing and 
construction. The external factor of ‘affordability’ will be factored in the selection process at Stage 
2 of this Phase. 

 Need 
Some submission’s queried the ‘Need’ for the project and suggested that traffic levels are not 
high enough to warrant a new road. 

A number of factors determine the need for a new project, these will be set out in the Options 
Selection Report which will be published at the end of this Phase. However, in summary such a 
need is determined from policy (e.g. the National Planning Framework etc.) and the condition of 
the existing network. The existing condition generally relates to aspects such as ‘safety’ and 
‘traffic carrying capacity’ which are measured under a range of different criteria.  
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There are safety issues over the vast majority of the existing network which relate to a number of 
factors including for example cross section, geometry, drainage etc.; however, one of the main 
issues on the existing N17 relates to the proliferation of direct accesses which are prevalent 
throughout. Future year traffic carrying capacity has been examined in detail via the use of traffic 
modelling software and it is clear that the majority of the network is currently, or will be shortly, 
saturated north of the entrance to Ireland West Airport; further analysis (and examination of 
future year projections) is required south of this point to determine capacity issues. 

 Safe Crossing of the N4 
A Survey petition was provided setting out the need for a safe crossing point of the N4 at 
Collooney. There were over 100 respondents to this survey setting out the local reasons why 
provision would be made for a pedestrian crossing of the N4. The general questions which the 
survey was conducted under included: 

(1) Do you cross the N4 to access shopping, community centre, coffee shop or cemetery? 
(2) Do you consider crossing the N4 to be ‘Safe’, ‘Dangerous’, or ‘Very Dangerous’? 
(3) If there was a safe footbridge to cross the N4 would this encourage you to walk more 

instead of drive across? 
(4) Comments. 

The crossing point discussed is somewhat removed from the N4/N17 junction and may possibly 
be outside the scope of this Project. This will be determined as the Project evolves. However, it is 
worth noting that funding has been provided by Transport Infrastructure Ireland in 2021 to 
examine the feasibility of developing an Active Travel Route from the Toberbride Business Park 
to Collooney Village which will entail consideration of a safe crossing point across the N4 at 
Collooney.    
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4 Options & Impacts 

 Scale of Intervention 

 Road Type 

A number of submission’s referred to the road type being proposed.  

A definitive decision on road type can only be made once a preferred option have been 
established, this is due to a number of reason’s which include: 

 The road type selection is based upon a number of factors one of which includes the likely 
traffic volumes predicted to use it. Each Feasible Option in this respect will have different 
volumes of traffic. In this regard, the most accurate indication of future traffic volumes 
will only be available after a preferred option is selected; 

 Another factor which influences the road type selection, is an incremental analysis which 
also factors in traffic volumes but examines the incremental cost of comparing one road 
type against another, this is then factored against the benefits which each road type 
brings which includes for example safety and journey time benefits.  

At the publication of Feasible Route Options (the Long List) it was considered likely (but not 
confirmed) that the road type would be either a Standard Single Carriageway (one with hard 
shoulders), or a Type 2 Dual Carriageway (similar to the new N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin Road 
Development). 

 Existing Infrastructure 

Numerous submissions referred to the fact that the existing road network (or, improvements of), 
could cater for future demand and that it should be considered as an option.  

The condition of the existing road network is measured under a number of headings, these 
include:    

1. Cross Section; 
2. Geometry; 
3. Traffic Carrying Capacity; 
4. Junctions & Direct Accesses; 
5. Accidents; 

When the existing road fails to meet most, or all of these criteria then this would indicate that it 
will not be generally able to achieve the desired future objectives. Where it can achieve some, but 
not all of the of the objectives then there is more likelihood that an online upgrade could achieve 
the objectives. The Traffic Management Option (TMO_ABC_ORANGE) was presented as one of 
the initial Feasible Options, this represents an online upgrade and is being considered as an 
option in various different forms (See section 3.10 for further relevant information in relation to 
the existing network).  
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 Western and Eastern Options 
A number of submissions had a common theme with regard to the strategic nature of the options 
and in particular how effective the outermost western and eastern based options would be. A 
number of points were made in relation to these options.  

There are a number of objectives which have been established for an upgrade of the existing N17; 
for those objectives which are directly influenced by traffic, the measurement is across an entire 
model area and is not a simple point to point analysis. Each of the options published will influence 
travel patterns in different ways across the wider study area, i.e. on local, regional and national 
roads. With regard to the FRO_ABCDE_PURPLE option for example, although it was considered 
likely that the option would have less traffic than say those ones closer to the towns, it was not 
clear in the absence of detailed traffic modelling exactly what those effects would be. For 
example, would the traffic being left on the existing network be of a modest enough nature to 
make it a suitable volume for the road type under consideration and could/would it have the effect 
of reducing the overall journey time on the entire network (not just point to point).  

 Safety 

 Leaving Traffic on the existing network 

It was observed in some submission’s (from a safety perspective) that those options which are 
furthest removed from the N17 presented the likely potential of leaving volumes of traffic on the 
existing network.  

This factor will be considered in the Preliminary Options Assessment under the heading of Road 
Safety Impact Assessment. 

 Proximity of certain options to schools 

Some submissions raised issues about safety concerns with regard to certain options where they 
are close to busy places such as for example St. Attracts Secondary school. Safety related 
aspects in general will form an important comparative criterion as already outlined in section 
4.1.1. At a strategic level, this includes comparative analysis conducted under a Road Safety 
Impact Assessment study, which has been conducted at Stage 1 of the Options Selection 
process. This will be complimented at the next stage of Options Selection with a Road Safety 
Audit which will be conducted on each of the option’s with a focus on how the end user is affected.  

 Connectivity 

 Ireland West Airport Knock 

Some of the submissions referred to the importance of Ireland West Airport Knock (IWAK) in a 
strategic context. The importance of IWAK is recognised by the project team, not only as a 
physical constraint but also as a key stakeholder; to date there have been a number of stakeholder 
meetings with the airport. In addition, serving the airport effectively forms one of the key 
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objectives for the project, i.e. to improve connectivity and access to Ireland West Airport and the 
designated Strategic Development Zone, thereby facilitating the opportunity for High-Quality 
International connectivity and employment. 

 Towns, Villages & Communities 

A recurring theme in submissions was how the impacts upon towns, villages and communities in 
general was being factored into the options selection process.  

In addition to high level key objectives such as the need to improve transport links on the Atlantic 
Economic Corridor in order to achieve enhanced regional accessibility, there are others also 
factored in, which relate to how the transport network interacts with towns and villages. 

The Socio Economic and Population Study within the Options Selection Report considers impacts 
on Towns, Villages and Communities in terms of journey characteristics, journey amenity, general 
amenity, community severance, social severance and economic considerations. It is recognised 
that the preferred option should as far as is reasonably practicable contribute positively to the 
local economy and employment. 

The Traffic & Transport assessment measures the impact of the various route corridors on the 
wider road network and considers travels patterns with the local/regional towns and villages. It 
also includes an economic assessment, which measures the cost of a potential upgrade against 
the benefits it is likely to bring. 

 Community Facilities 

There are likely impacts presented by some of the Options which are potentially more significant 
from a general socio-economic and population perspective; this includes for example the impacts 
on Tobercurry Golf Club and other local clubs, or impacts generally upon properties. These effects 
are recognised in general by the multi-disciplinary project team and are factored into the overall 
assessment; however, in establishing the preferred option they require to be balanced against 
other factors such as other environmental factors, economy and safety. As the project evolves 
the project team will continuously endeavour to reduce where possible effects on community 
facilities in general. 

 Rural Areas  

The issue of rurality and the effects of route options on those hinterlands was raised in a number 
of different contexts. Impacts on the rural environment is factored into the Preliminary Options 
Assessment under a number of different criteria, these include for example: 

 Noise & Vibration: Increasing noise levels in a currently quite environment; 
 Air Quality: Reducing the ambient baseline; 
 Biodiversity: Impact on Flora & Fauna; 
 Landscape & Visual: Landscape setting and visual impacts; 
 Hydrology& Hydrogeology: Surface water & Groundwater impacts; 
 Soils & Geology: Landcover such as for example that relating to peatlands; 
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 Agricultural Property: Impact on farm holdings 

 Environment 

 Property 

4.3.1.1 House’s & Property 

A vast number of submissions related to the personal impacts of any new road on their home. 
These personal effects are very much appreciated by the project team and there will be a 
continuous endeavour to reduce these effects as the project evolves and clarity increases at 
various stages. 

Properties in general have been defined using the following resources. 

 Spatial data for all properties (broken down by type, e.g. school, residence, etc.) within the 
study area; 

 Aerial mapping privately sourced in 2019 & 2020 and flown at a resolution of 25cm with 
an accuracy of +/- 1m; 

 Planning permissions; 
 Desktop aerial photography and google street view maps review; 
 Windscreen surveys; 

 The impacts have been considered under a number of different criteria, including: 

 Non-Agricultural Property; 
 Agricultural Property (Farm steads); 
 Population & Socio Economics; 
 Noise & Vibration; 
 Air Quality; 
 Visual; 
 Cost; 

The project team will focus on reducing impacts on property as the options are refined and the 
design detail increases.  

There were a large number of submissions which related to effects upon agricultural lands and 
enterprises. The project team will also focus on reducing impacts on agricultural lands as the 
options are refined and the design detail increases. 

 Water & Groundwater 

There were number a number of different concerns with regard to impacts upon water. Issues 
identified relate generally to matters such as: 

 Flooding; 
 Karst features, including turloughs, wells, springs etc.; 
 Groundwater Supply Zones and Zones of Protection. 
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The Preliminary Options Assessment considers each of these aspects in their own right and also 
has regard to various pieces of legislation which regulate quantity and quality control measures 
with regard to water; these include for example: various pieces of water quality legislation, the 
Water Framework Directive, The Flooding Directive, The Groundwater Directive, The Habitats 
Directive, etc. 

A substantial volume of desktop information is available to the project team with regard to water 
resources; however localised features identified by the public have also been passed onto the 
project hydrology & hydrogeological team for consideration within the assessment. 

 Biodiversity 

A topical theme among some submissions related to the nature and biodiversity of the existing 
landscape; these were described in terms of the sensitive flora and fauna which was abundant in 
a number of areas. The biodiversity assessment applies careful regard to legislative protection 
regimes (such as for example the Habitats Directive and the Wildlife Act); it establishes receptors 
of various different geographical significance including for example those which are:  

 Of a Local higher importance, including sites containing semi-natural habitat types with 
high biodiversity value in a local context and a high degree of naturalness, or populations 
of species that are uncommon within the local area, and site or features essential in 
maintaining links between features of higher ecological value; 

 Of County importance including sites containing areas of the habitat types listed in Annex 
I of the Habitats Directive that do not fulfil the criteria for valuation as of national or 
international importance. Sites containing semi-natural habitat types with high 
biodiversity value in a county context and a high degree of naturalness, or populations of 
species that are uncommon within the county; 

 Of Nationally importance including sites designated or proposed as a natural heritage area 
or nature reserve, sites containing ‘viable areas’ of the habitat types listed in Annex I of 
the Habitats Directive; 

 Of Internationally Importance including receptors which are either designated for 
conservation as part of the Natura 2000 Network (SAC or SPA) or provide the best 
examples of habitats or internationally important populations of protected flora and 
fauna. 

The assessment has included a comprehensive desktop study, including a thorough review of 
published (including floral atlas records) and unpublished literature sources and existing 
datasets (records held by the National Biodiversity Data Centre and the National Parks & Wildlife 
Services) to search for information on areas designated for nature conservation, habitats, flora 
and mammals. The search included a review of previous ecological reports that have been 
prepared for other development-led projects in the wider study area.  

In addition, site surveys included drone surveys across transect lines within Special Areas of 
Conservation and ground truthing in certain areas. 
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The assessment has also incorporated stakeholder engagement which at this stage has been 
limited to the consultation with various bodies who may hold records and information in relation 
to Biodiversity in the area.  

Specific species, or habitat locations identified within the submissions have been forwarded to 
the project ecologists to complement their desktop information. 

 Indirect Effects (e.g. Air Quality, Noise, Vibration, Lights Visual) 

Some concerns were raised in a number of submissions with regard to indirect effects arising 
such as those relating to Noise, Vibration and Air Quality. These indirect effects are being 
considered by the project team.  

With regard to Noise & Vibration the Preliminary Options Assessment has considered the 
following criteria: 

 an assessment of potential impact based upon property counts; 
 a consideration of likely changes in traffic flow, and  
 a review of the need for, and difficulties associated with, noise mitigation measures.  

With regard to Air Quality, EU Directives set air quality standards in Ireland and the other Member 
States for a wide variety of pollutants.  

Specifically, the route option assessments follow’s the Calculation of the methodology presented 
for the Index of Overall Change in Exposure included in Appendix 3 of the TII Guidelines for the 
Assessment of Air Quality Impacts. 

 Peat & Carbon 

The somewhat interrelated issues of Biodiversity (already covered in section 4.3.3), peatlands 
and carbon in general, were brought up in a number of submissions.  

It should be noted that the project team are very much cognisant of Ireland’s transition to Net 
Zero carbon and to achieve a climate neutral economy by no later than 2050. 

In relation to the general issue of climate change, managing CO2 emissions is recognised as being 
a key factor in the development (and option selection) of any new road project. In this respect, 
there will be a focus on keeping the overall carbon losses as close as possible to neutral; this 
however has to be balanced against the need (and overall objectives) for the Project.  

The carbon assessment, in addition to operation emissions will include the use of a new TII 
carbon calculation tool which will be utilised in the comparison of the options from a construction 
activity perspective; this will consider embodied carbon in construction materials. 

 Soils & Geology  

Somewhat connected with that described in section 4.3.5, there was a theme in some 
submissions with regard to soft ground and cutting through the landscape in general.  
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Soft ground, excess material and material import are considered from a number of different 
perspectives in the Preliminary Options Assessment. In particular, these include the Soils & 
Geology assessment; however other indirect factors are also considered such as for example 
cost, emissions arising and indirect impacts such as those relating to landscape, visual and 
effects on both surface water and ground water.  

 Archaeology, Architecture & Built Heritage 

A number of submissions relates to either Archaeological, Architectural, or Cultural Heritage 
interests including for example recorded and unrecorded monuments, protected structures, town 
houses, demesnes and demesne landscapes.  

The Archaeological, Architectural & Cultural Heritage Assessment considers the term ‘Cultural 
Heritage’ as encompassing several aspects of tangible assets and intangible assets (e.g. folklore, 
oral tradition and language). Broadly, ‘Cultural Heritage’ includes the designated and non-
designated heritage categories of (i) archaeology (known and unknown), (ii) architectural (built) 
heritage and (iii) history and folklore.  

A desk-based identification of all recorded archaeological monuments, architectural heritage 
structures, surveyed gardens/demesnes and significant cultural heritage features within the 
Constraints Study Area, and the legal status of same constitutes part of the Preliminary Options 
Assessment, this extends where necessary to ground truthing in certain areas.  

Where specific areas of interest have been established in the submission, these in turn have been 
passed onto the Archaeological, Architectural & Cultural Heritage expert for inclusion in the 
assessment.  

 Quarry Industry  

One submission referred to an existing quarry industry which will be impacted upon by a number 
of Feasible Options. Impacts on such industry and geology are considered from a number of 
different perspectives within the Preliminary Options Assessment, these include Socio-Economic, 
Property and Soils & Geology. 
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5 Research Submission 

 Research Submission 
Certain aspects of some submissions contained research information provided by members of 
the public. This information has been reviewed by the project team and passed onto the relevant 
experts in the project team (e.g. Socio-Economist) for their consideration within the Preliminary 
Options Assessment, it is not commented upon within this summary response document.  

 

 


